
Double tragedy for Devonport family 


Brothers were 

shipmates in 

HMASSydney 


By JULIAN BURGESS 
DEVO S PORT b'Qt h ~.. 
G~"rr,~y and I. Hn« 
tt<...voar joined ..,. Royo.l 
Aue"fIl jan :>a,), in different 
""',.. hut in 18~ 19-11 both 
f<><lod th.lIIHoh· ... aboarcl 
the ill·r.wI Jj ~h [ crui..., 
HMAS S)-d""y_ 

Th elm. Jarob., 83. of 
S ow"h",", y~.terd.y ,"
",,1I.ci the impad. ""', tho 
d......ult; ng n..... of u." 1_ 
of ho, two rou ,;n.o h.od on 
her fomily whon Ih e Sydoej" 
",n" ""nk uffth. w •• , Au. " 
,ali"" COIL_' on Novom"", 
19, 1911. 

Geoff,o) had bo." 
a".,.rdrd the Illitinpi.hed 
So"";.... M"<ifti ror br"''''ry in 
th. Uattle or r~l'. ~I"'da in 
.Iu ll' 19, 1940. when ,he 
S~d".y .<I!It'fipO lh~ l!.alian 
150 m m Ii'"n crui.Pr 
Sa"ni"m,," c..UOOl\i. 

Sydney Wit> hi' by .h.llo 
from tho- fa..., B ....... I"mNl 
(;~;r..ni, .urre r i n ~ on. <MU

nlt~, but Ia,", ""ok Ih. eD· 

<'H\Y ~'a",hip 
~1r., ·'"coh. '.'0 her 

COLlSlIlS h.,] '''JO)"fti a vi_" 
h"m~ ,hor<ly l ..fore j<rinin~ 
HMAS Sydnor in Ia,~ 19<1 I 

1'hey "'~"" very de.... 
""\.Loin, of mine, I g..'W up 
wit o Lbem: ,he .nid 

('".,,[frey h>d roM",l '" 
Sydney her" ..... !he ..nr_ 

"'lIo "''''' born nnd brought 
"I) In o..-vonporl but be mar_ 
ried .n~ livod in S."dn~y:
"Irs Ja<:<>h.. ...id , 

"Lnn ........ n D<!""npo""
boy, Th. ir fat h or was 
Tho mas Ro~~'eo . . my 
m,,<1,..,", bro,h"r, Thomas 
...... 8 ",. "hant i" n..w.n
1"''''' ror many Y.~"' = d h. 
had 8 pis"" right Un ,he 
R.plan od8 . ppo.i,. 'h ~ 

wharf. The boy" wen' to 
""bwl in o."onport.. 

'"The. ho' h came hom" "n 
I"",." lin In", 1941 1. l!hink 
Gwrr",y go, m!U"riod and 
brought biB wir. home to 
"i. it." 

GeolJroy'A wif. Eileen woo 
from Bondi and Lltno.·, wif. 
Olive ..0. r!"<lm Sootto<lal •. 

"'lboy w~n' book OIl ' h<' 
"Id Tarronn anti get the 
'"un '" Sydnoy . lIalfWny 
bo'",,,,,n ~Iclbourn . and 
S~d,,"y t be trl"n "uddenly 
pullod op ~"d all ,h. ",, ; I ,,~ 
.".e re mho 011" and tho)' 
went on to ,Ioe .hip. 

111ry ",~re nevor Mnrd 
Ii-om apin It w"" I~!)' 
lr«](i". my UtI.le w•• d.,...... 
tnted 

-And arwr Wt ru.pponod 
thoy woul dn', allow two 
bruther> to lW 00 ship" 
'-'>go!her,-

Thom.. Ro.,,""., had 
remornod and 1\" J.cobs 
think< th.", ""'Y boo othe, 
",lo,i"•• of tho 1,.., "" iloro 
living ,n SOU,hUD 
T,..mania. 

Thelma Jacobi .._ about the ~""In&:: '" 
T"" E.amlne.- )'Ulerday. 

Cameras will be flown in 

('A.\""Il~;RRA, SpcoiA];" d...p 

_"" ","'era '"u;pm~n' ill '0 
be O""·n in from So""ay to 
""""';ll@ ,h. ""........."" of 

1lM.-\s S,luney aDd p<>ri>.opo 
"""lain why the cruioe' .o.nlr. 
"itli "0 "",,,intn.. 

It will he the IirS' Ume tho 
Syd".y hao been "'''''' nince .ho 
"" ....."'k in a r,ereo ho.ule with 
,ho (ri,'-'Mn "tider Ktrrmoran 
on N",'"",bo, 19. 1941, 

All t>4~ ,,""'·m.,, on bo~rd 

t.;., ,\","rulOn ",,,,,,nip po'" 
•.bt,d aod .ho n",.. Ii"" in 2560 
metres of WHi., off the Wp", 
AU5traliaa """"' 

The fodora! O'..."'n,..nt .. 
alo.o pr"e" ••:hng with pion. for 
8 ""ti.ly of romm""'ur~';'" 
oervieeo followmg!he d;ooo""ry 
of \he wnck. of both thD 
Sydney aJld ,IW KDrmoran 
after 66 ,ears. 

/;. n.,;onnI """""nRI ""''-'''' 
"'auld he held"" April 24. 

I"" SydMy In 
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